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Wyndham was the most brilliant young conservative who had
appeared since Balfour, but he was not destined to be equally
fortunate.
Queen Victoria saw the century out, but died on 22 January
1901. The war probably shortened her life, for she devoted much
energy to its tasks—visiting wounded, comforting widows, seeing
off regiments, counselling courage and energy to her ministers
and generals, and handling with equal tact and firmness her
difficult grandson, the German Emperor. She showed herself
again in London, and in April she even visited Ireland and
stayed twenty-two days at the Viceregal Lodge. She had been
moved thereto by the prowess of her Irish regiments, and she was
well received; though so late a visit could scarcely undo the effects
of her long years of absence from Irish soil. All these exertions
told on her; in the summer her health began to fail; and for the
rest of the year she suffered increasingly from insomnia and
repulsion for food, though as late as mid-November she reviewed
colonial troops.
The shock of her death struck the nation at a dark hour, when
it had just discovered that the war, presumed to have been won,
was still not in sight of an ending. Men felt that a great epoch
had closed. The sky of England had been clouding for years
before; what with the collapse of the country-side, the new-born
social unrest in the towns, the waning of religious faith, and above
all the sense of an uncontrollable transition to the unknown—the
feeling that the keys of power were blindly but swiftly transferring
themselves to new classes, new types of men, new nations* The
queen's death focused it all. It is true that few credited her with
much influence in state affairs; her grasp and capacity in that
hidden field were as much underrated by the general public as
those of her son were overrated afterwards. But the reverence
with which her subjects had come to regard her was a real factor
in their lives. In a degree unapproached by any of her predeces-
sors save Queen Elizabeth, she had made herself a national
talisman.

